Brown v. Board of

Elementary (3-6) Discussion

Plessy vs. Ferguson (1896)

To facilitate discussion on the 1896 court case, “Plessy v. Ferguson”, the basic idea of the
case and results must be discussed with the children. Some key points to be addressed
are:

*  What prompted the court case?
The court case was prompted by the arrest of Homer Plessy (1862-1925) on June
7, 1892, which was part of a planned challenge to the 1890 Louisiana Separate
Car Act.
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* Expect stories and tangents in this discussion. Encourage the children to
respond to their classmates’ opinions, but remember to remind the
children that there is not a “right” answer here.

3. How did this ruling affect the lives of not only school children, but all
citizens of the United States?
* Ask the children what their day would have been like under these new
laws. The majority decision in Plessy v. Ferguson served as the organizing
legal justification for racial segregation for over 50 years..
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Remember, this collection of rulings took place over 50 years after “Plessy vs.
Ferguson.” This should be stressed to the children so that the have an understanding that
citizens of the United States lived like this for longer than most of their parents have been
alive. Once again, remember to explain this case and ruling to the children before
opening for discussion.

*  Who were the people involved in this case?
The story of Brown v. Board of Education, which ended legal segregation in
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5. What was the result of the 1954 court case “Brown vs. Board of Education”?
Encourage discussions on both legal and social issues affected by this
case.

6. How did this affect the lives of school children just like you?
Encourage the children to put themselves in the place of the school
children of that time period.
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