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PRE-VISIT ACTIVITY  
Biography 
From 1989 to 1993 Colin Powell was the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff , the 
highest military position in the Department of Defense.  During this time, he 
oversaw 28 crises, including Operation Desert Storm in the 1991 Persian Gulf 
War.  earning a reputation as being a very dovish military leader. He rarely 
advocated military intervention as the first solution to an international dispute, and 
instead usually prescribed diplomacy and containment.  Mr. Powell served as the 
Secretary of State for President George W. Bush until January 2005.  As Secretary 
of State, he was the highest-ranking African American government official in the 
history of the United States. 
 
What is Mr. PowellÕs profession? (circle your answer or answers) 

A. Politician 
B. Business professional 
C. Activist 
D. General 

Answers: 
A & D Ð Mr. Powell  has served as an Army General and a Politician. 
 
Vocabulary 
Secretary of State: Presidential cabinet member responsible for supervising  
  foreign affairs 
 
Can you name another cabinet official?   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

         
 1.   2.    3.                    4. 
Can you identify the images above? 

1. __________________________________ 3. __________________________________ 
 
2. __________________________________ 4. __________________________________ 

 
Answers: 
1. World Map  2. Unites States of America  3. Washington, D.C.  4. State Department Seal 
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POST-VISIT ACTIVITY  
The U.S. Government has three branches established in our Constitution. 

The legislative branch makes 
laws for the nation. The main 
lawmaking body of this branch 
is known as Congress. 
Congress is made up of two 
parts, the House of 
Representatives and the Senate.   

Members of the House of Representatives are called Congressmen and members of 
the Senate are called Senators.  

 

The executive branch makes sure people follow the laws that the legislative 
branch makes. The leaders of this branch are the President and Vice-President.  
The President appoints several cabinet members to head departments of the federal 
government such as the Department of the Interior, the Treasury Department, and 
the State Department. 
 

When people are unsure about the meaning of a law, the judicial branch  listens to 
many opinions and makes a decision. The judicial branch is made up of courts. The 
highest of these courts is the U.S. Supreme Court. The Supreme Court is made up 
of 9 justices.      
 

Complete the sentences below: 
Secretary of State Colin Powell is a member of the ____________________
 branch. 
Congressman Harold Ford is a member of the ____________ branch. 
President Bush is a member of the ____________________ branch. 
Chief Justice William H. Rehnquist is a member of the _______________ branch. 
 
 
Can you name our districtÕs Representative to Congress? 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
Can you name TennesseeÕs Senators? 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 

 


