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PRE-VISIT ACTIVITY 
Biography 
Born in Mississippi, Oprah WinfreyÕs broadcasting career began at the age of nineteen at 
a Nashville, TN, radio station.  Two years later she became a television reporter for a 
local network.  After working as a news anchor for several networks, she began hosting 
ÒThe Oprah Winfrey ShowÓ in 1985.  Within a year of airing nationally, it became the 
countryÕs top talk show.  In 1986 Oprah formed her own production company, HARPO 
Productions; she then became the first woman to own and produce her own talk show.  
Oprah has also been cited as the first African American woman to become a billionaire.  
Motivated by her experience of child abuse, she campaigned for the establishment of a 
national database of convicted child abusers; the ÒOprah BillÓ establishing the database 
was signed into law in 1993.  The Oprah Winfrey Foundation works to empower women 
and children by furthering education and making social welfare available to those in 
poverty around the world. 
 
Which terms best describe Ms. WinfreyÕs? (circle your answer or answers) 

A. Philanthropist 
B. Teacher 
C. Author 
D. Broadcaster 

Answers: 
A & D.    Ms, Winfrey is a television broadcaster and a philanthropist. 

 
Vocabulary 
Philanthropist: One who actively promotes human welfare or routinely supports 

other causes on a large-scale, especially through charitable donations 
or establishment of charitable foundations 

 
Can you name two philanthropists (other than Ms. Winfrey)? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                  
  1.   2.          3.    4. 
Can you identify the images above? 
1.__________________________________ 3. __________________________________ 
 
2.  _________________________________ 4. __________________________________ 
 
Answers: 
1. World Map  2. United States  3. Tennessee   4.  Tennessee flag 
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POST-VISIT ACTIVITY 
 Oprah Winfrey has become an icon for African Americans and women 
throughout the world.  Her rapid climb to success and the amazing influence that 
she holds over the American public has changed the way African Americans and 
women think about the possibility of realizing their dreams.  Oprah has used her 
influence to advocate for a national database of child abusers and to call attention 
to the plight of children and orphans in South Africa.   The Angel Network, 
OprahÕs charitable organization, has donated money to fund programs for children 
living with AIDS and to provide scholarships that empower young girls. 
 
      OprahÕs magazine, O, launched in 2000, 
     has since become one of the most successful new  
     periodicals in recent history.  Targeted to a female  
     audience, the magazine promotes OprahÕs Òlive  
     your best lifeÓ philosophy.  Her approach has lifted 
     the self-esteem of many women and girls and  
     offers a message of hope to those living in poverty.  
     OprahÕs own personal story provides an example 
     of a woman determined to accomplish her goals 
     no matter what the obstacles. 
 
 
New Vocabulary 
Icon:   A symbol that has a shared meaning for a group of people 
Advocacy:  Support for a program or cause 
Self-esteem: Confidence and satisfaction in oneself 
 
How have African American women particularly been subject to prejudice and 
discrimination? 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
How has Oprah used educational programs to empower women and children 
around the world?  How does this reflect the importance and power of education? 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
Why is self-esteem so important?  How might hardships affect self-esteem? 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 

 


